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FASHION DESIGN GRAPHIC DESIGN

INTERIOR DESIGN JEWELLERY DESIGN

LANGUAGE SCHOOL (English, French, Spanish)

Tap into over 45 years of FASHION DESIGN excellence from Montreal (since 1959) to Vancouver

BRING YOUR DESIGN IDEAS TO LIFE... REGISTER NOW.

Design Classes start January 8th, 2007. Language Classes start every Monday.

A shirts’ tale
Imagine if
you were to
open your
closet and
you were to
find nothing
but WHITE
DRESS
SHIRTS.

On the 
surface your
closet world
would appear to be living in
perfect harmony. Your shirts
would likely consume the
same fabrics, favour the same
stitch patterns and adorn the
same buttons.

Then one day a shirt ven-
tures out and discovers new
fabrics and styles. Upon its re-
turn it would speak of the ex-
citing new discoveries.

Some would discount these
findings and vow to keep oth-
ers out, under the guise they
are protecting their culture
and way of life.

Others would become 
curious and begin to search
online for new adventures
and ways of life.

Next – a new shirt would
be introduced to the closet. A
shirt of colour. A different cut.
Soon more shirts are 
introduced. Patterned shirts
and even a pink shirt. The
closet comes alive.

Some of the shirts de-
nounce their new neighbours.

They shout out: “This new
way of life will stain our fab-
ric. It must be washed sepa-
rately.”

They do this out of fear, 
ignorance and hatred.

Others embrace the differ-
ences and inch closer.

The loudest of the DRESS
SHIRTS claim they don’t hate
and try to convince others that
the new shirts are taking away
opportunities. They claim they
are being left in the closet
more often. They begin to be-

come stiff and
retreat to their
own (gated)
sections of the
closet where
they control
who is allowed
in.

Groups
begin to form
against the
new shirts.
They do this

under the premise of the
greater good. The weaker
shirts follow suit. Taunting
and violence occasionally
erupts.

The new shirts don’t 
understand the hostility. After
all, they came to the closet
looking for a better life, 
an easier life. Some escaped
torture and oppression. Now
they are met with the same
disdain in a new land. They
too retreat to their own pock-
ets of the closet.

Some disillusioned shirts of
colour strike out at the DRESS
SHIRTS way of life. They too
lack tolerance.

More rage ensues. The
loudest of the DRESS SHIRTS
pledge to retaliate. They call
their attackers terrorists. They
invade their lands in an 
attempt to stomp out the evil.
Some of the more ignorant
shirts attack those in our 
closets at home.

As hope begins to vanish,
radical groups form amongst
the new shirts. The more hos-
tility, the more recruits. They
go online to organize future
strikes against the oppressors.

As for my closet, it is full of
colour, different styles, cuts
and fabrics. I’m glad my closet
is in Vancouver. It may not be
perfect. It may have a ways to
go. However, in my estimation
it is the best city in the world.

Lindsay Wincherauk is a 
Vancouver based author. For more

info: www.seedenterprises.com
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What’s on your mind?
■ RE: SMOKING ON PATIOS (24 hours, Dec. 8) So 
almost 63 per cent polled are content to sit on a patio
inhaling toxic automobile exhaust, but want police
called when a cigarette is l it because they’re 
concerned about their health? Do any of these 
“concerned” geniuses know exactly how the city could
legally defend such a blatantly discriminatory law on
the basis of health when exposure to carbon monoxide
would remain acceptable? It may be offensive, but at
least second-hand smoke isn’t killing the planet.

- Tim Snider, Vancouver

■ SMOKERS should only be able to smoke inside
their houses or cars with all of the windows closed or
better yet, send them all to an island where they can all
kill themselves instead of other people … ever heard of
Baffin Island? These things should just be illegal. Let’s
think for a moment if Canada’s – or any country’s –
Food and Drug Administration would approve a prod-
uct like cigarettes today.

- J. Carson, Vancouver

■ VANCOUVER, you people have way too much time
on your hands if that’s the best you can come up with
(Smoking on patios, 24 hours, Dec. 8)! Why not spend
more time concentrating on stopping the drug flow
from beautiful B.C. to the rest of Canada? Get real!

- D. Anderson, Winnipeg

■ I CAN’T BELIEVE how many have missed the point
of the article (Why men hate women, 24 hours, Dec. 6).
It clearly said why men hate women. Not why ALL
men hate women. For those of you who have missed
the point, there is a difference in the way women and
men think and behave. This article was to demon-
strate the “logic” (if there is one) in the way the male
brain operates due to circumstances from the past. 
Violence towards women has been “accepted” in too
many cultures for far too long. I am more than grateful
that someone decided to write this article.  

- Maya Dinolfo, via e-mail

E-mail us at: feedback@24hrs.ca

All British Columbians want
for Christmas is a reduction
in carbon emissions, said a
group of concerned Vancou-
verites yesterday. 

More than 100 people rallied
at Kitsilano Beach yesterday
morning to take a stand against
two proposed coal-burning
plants in B.C. 

The proposals are by Compli-
ance Power Corporation for a 
56-megawatt coal- and wood-
burning plant near Princeton,
and AESWapiti Energy Corpora-
tion for a 184-megawatt plant
near Tumbler Ridge.

“There’s no need for coal in
B.C. because of our capabilities
for hydro-projects like wind,”
said perplexed Princeton Mayor
Randy McLean, who attended the
Vancouver rally. 

The proposed Princeton plant
will spit emissions and mercury
across the entire Similkameen
Valley. 

And “they’re going to build a
coal mine right in the middle of
it,” McLean said. 

Greenpeace co-founder Rex
Wyler, NDP MLA Gregor Robert-
son and climate-change expert
David Suzuki also attended the
rally yesterday, which called for a
five-year annual reduction in
emissions for an 80 per cent re-

duction by 2023. 
“All we’ve got is hope,” said

Suzuki yesterday, adding that
grassroots movements such as
these are key to turning the tide
on climate-change policies.  

- Robyn Stubbs, 24 hours

- Carmine Marinelli, 24 hours
Rally organizer Kevin Washbrook, dressed as the Grinch, led a
demonstration at Kitsilano Beach yesterday to protest the building
of coal-burning plants in Princeton and Tumbler Ridge.

Protest calls for alternative
COAL-BURNING PLANTS
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